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puzzling complication. At some date in 1743 Dodsley and Cooper
issued a third edition of the small octavo Works, vol. iii, pt. ii.
Here The New Dunciad has been expanded from the 618 lines of
17420, to 648 lines: the 1743 quarto has 650-. The volume is made up
of remainder sheets of the previous (i.e. second) edition of the
Works, vol. iii, pt. ii, but many new leaves have been inserted to
allow for extensive revision of both poem and notes. The new
readings frequently differ from those in the quarto, and differ in
such a way as to suggest that the octavo was "a trial version, ante-
dating in time of composition the text of the quarto5* (Griffith,
op. cit., vol. i, pt. ii, p. 464). It would have been odd indeed if
Dodsley and Cooper had prejudiced the sale of their seven-and-
sixpenny quarto by publishing this botched-up octavo before it;
but Professor Griffith is probably right in suggesting that it may
have been printed at about the time the 1743 quarto was at press.
The first three books of the Gibber Dunciad were republished
together in 1743 by Dodsley and Cooper in the Works as vol. iii,
pt. i, and were obviously intended to be sold along with the third
edition of vol. iii, pt. ii. just mentioned.
In 1750 J. and P. Knapton published the complete Dunciad
in octavo (dated 1749). The text of the first three books was made
up for the most part of the unsold sheets of the 1743 octavo; the
fourth book was set up from a copy of the 1743 quarto, with four
additional lines replacing the asterisks at 11. 115-18. Those lines
however, appear in some copies of the quarto containing a can-
celled leaf issued in 1744. (See DunciadB, iv 115^.; Griffith, op. cit.,
vol. i, pt. ii, p. 477.)
With only a few slight changes Warburton's 1751 text of the
poem follows the quarto. With the commentary, however, War-
burton took notorious liberties, adding to those of his earlier notes
which Pope had seen and approved others which Pope did not
live to read, and which he would almost certainly have disap-
proved. In the present edition, where Warburton's 1751 notes
throw any new light on the poem they have been included among
the other editorial matter; where he is merely indulging personal
animosities or displaying his learning, they have been ignored. In
his edition of 1751 Warburton indicated the authorship of many of
the notes by the initial letters "P. W." and " W." Those letters have
been retained in the present edition. In the first three books all notes